
 

Conflict and social vulnerability to climate change: Lessons from Gaza

   
   
   
Abstract:

In societies marred by conflict, the propensity of populations to be harmed by climate hazards is likely to be
increased by their exposure to violence and other coercive practices. Stakeholder assessments of climate
vulnerability, as reported here for the Gaza Strip, can capture the qualitative experience of harm caused by
conflict-related practices as these relate to, and interact with, forecasted climatic risks. The key pathways of
climate vulnerability identified by stakeholders in Gaza relate above all to expected impacts on food security
and water security. Exploration of these vulnerability pathways reveals conflict-structured non-climatic risks
overwhelming forecasted climate risks. The prevalence in Gaza of short-term 'enforced coping' prevents the
development of long-term adaptive capacity. Climate vulnerability assessments in (post) conflict
environments should acknowledge the methodological and political-policy challenges caused by chronic,
non-climatic sources of harm.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/17565529.2011.618386   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water
Security, Food/Water Security, Human Conflict/Displacement, Human Conflict/Displacement, Sea Level
Rise, Temperature, Other Exposure

Extreme Weather Event: Flooding, Landslides

Food/Water Quality: Pathogen, Pathogen, Other Water Quality Issue

Water Quality (other): saltwater intrusion

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity, Fisheries, Food Access/Distribution, Nutritional Quality

Temperature: Extreme Heat, Fluctuations

Other Exposure: sea temperature

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Ocean/Coastal

Author(s): Mason M, Zeitoun M, El Sheikh R
Year: 2011
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Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Asia

Asian Region/Country: Other Asian Country

Other Asian Country: Palestine

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Model/Methodology:  

type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource

 Methodology

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Other Vulnerable Population: people in war ravaged areas

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion, Research Article

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  
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time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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